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The Robins, Kaplan, Miller & Ciresi Foundation for Children has awarded more than 
$21 million in grants since 1999. More than 80 percent of that amount has supported 
educational programs and organizations, with most of the remainder dedicated to social 
justice and public health. The Foundation serves as a catalyst for creative, innovative, 
and systems-changing programs to achieve long-term impact in promoting equitable 
education and opportunities for Minnesota’s children and youth.

In its most recent grantmaking cycle, 
the RKMC Foundation for Children 
awarded $1.35 million in grants 
for 2017. The 18 grant recipients 
include an array of schools, 
education programs, and nonprofits 
serving Minnesota’s children.

The awards reflect three  
key priorities:

Expanding great schools 
and school networks 

Increasing parent demand 
for schools that provide 
excellent education outcomes 
for all students

Creating a sense of 
urgency to address the 
extreme disparities that exist 
in educational outcomes 
between students of color 
and white students in the 
Twin Cities

A grant from the RKMC Foundation 
for Children is helping KIPP 
Minnesota expand.

Focus Area:
Expanding Great Schools 

All Minnesota students deserve an education that prepares them for college and 
careers. That’s a core belief of the RKMC Foundation for Children, which is dedicated to 
expanding access to great schools.

Nationally, Minnesota has some of the widest opportunity gaps between poor children 
and those of means, between white students and students of many other races. Our 
community has struggled to close these gaps—and yet some schools have shown that it 
is possible to provide all students, not just some, with an excellent education. The RKMC 
Foundation is committed to replicating and expanding their success.

Here are two examples of the schools we’re investing in this year:

KIPP Minnesota 
KIPP (the Knowledge Is Power Program) started out in 1994 in a single classroom 
in Houston. The two Teach For America corps members who founded the program 
began with a powerful idea: to create a classroom that helped children develop the 
knowledge, skills, character, and habits necessary to succeed in college and build a 
better future for their communities. The next year, they opened the first two KIPP 
middle schools—one in Houston and one in New York City—which quickly became 
two of the highest-performing public charter schools in their respective communities. 

With support from a broad coalition of local business and philanthropic leaders, 
KIPP Minnesota was started in 2006 to address opportunity gaps in Twin Cities 
public schools. KIPP Minnesota’s first school, KIPP North Star Academy, opened 
in 2008 in downtown Minneapolis. In 2014, the school moved into a vacant 
Minneapolis public school building in North Minneapolis. This allowed KIPP 
Minnesota to serve additional middle school students and launch an elementary 
school in the fall of 2016.

over



Risen Christ Catholic School 
Located in the Powderhorn Park neighborhood of Minneapolis, Risen Christ Catholic 
School is the only Catholic dual language immersion school in Minnesota. Risen Christ 
was formed in 1993 following the consolidation of five area parish schools and prides 
itself on offering an outstanding Catholic education to all students whose families 
choose it, regardless of their background. Today, the K-8 school serves 335 students, of 
whom 95 percent are from low-income households, 85 percent identify as Latino, and 
75 percent are English Language Learners. 

Mindful of its demographics and recognizing the effectiveness of two-way or dual 
language instruction in educating English Language Learners, Risen Christ began 
transitioning to a dual-immersion model in 2014. The school started with its 
kindergartners, and has added an additional grade every year since. This year, students 
in grades K-2 receive 50 percent of their instruction in English and 50 percent in 
Spanish daily. In each grade, a teaching team consists of one highly fluent Spanish-
speaking teacher and one highly fluent English-speaking teacher.

This model is grounded in longitudinal studies conducted in multiple states by George 
Mason University researchers Wayne Thomas and Virginia Collier. In 2012, Thomas 
and Collier published research that concluded dual immersion was more effective than 
remedial instruction or mainstreaming in closing the achievement gap between native 
English speakers and English Language Learners. Dual language instruction can also 
provide an array of benefits to all students, with studies pointing to higher academic 
achievement, greater understanding of other cultures, and increased post-graduation 
employment opportunities.

Risen Christ’s staff includes English- and Spanish-speaking teachers, with the entire 
team receiving professional development and coaching to improve the effectiveness of 
the dual immersion model as it expands. The school is also working to recruit Spanish-
speaking instructors so that by 2018, at least 50 percent of its instructors are fluent or 
proficient in Spanish.

A grant of $50,000 from the RKMC Foundation is supporting Risen Christ as it 
continues its transition to a dual immersion model in all grades.
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The RKMC Foundation for Children is a 
private foundation that partners closely with 

The Minneapolis Foundation to leverage 
their investment services, operating 

support, and community expertise.

Focus Area:
Expanding Great 
Schools

KIPP Minnesota now serves roughly 250 students in grade K-1 and 5-8. Nearly all are 
students of color, more than 90 percent are low-income, and a quarter receive special 
education services. KIPP students typically enter two grade levels behind, but made 
significant academic growth—an average of 1.75 years—during the 2015-2016 school year.

A grant of $25,000 from the RKMC Foundation will support KIPP Minnesota as it 
expands to serve all elementary and middle school grades within its existing location.


